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Arise ! Awake ! And stop not till the Goal is reached. 

RAMAKRISHNA-SANGHA-STOTRAM 

SYVAMI SARADANANDA 

Salutations to you O Ramakrishna, who 
art the establisher of the truths of all 
religions, the embodiment of the truths of 
all religions, and the great Teacher of all 
teachers. 



1 salute Sarada Devi the embodiment 
of all knowledge, who exists in Sri Rama- 
krishna as the burning power exists in 
fire. 



1 salute VireSvara Vivekananda who. 
although ever immersed in the tran- 
scendental Truth, engaged himself in 
establishing Dharma at the command of 
Sri Ramakrishna. 



Salutation to you O Brahmanandal the 
true teacher and leader of people, who is 
immersed in divine sport with Sri Krsna 
on the full-blown lotus flower of the 
Yamuna. 

q>qTq ? ^: qqTq^ 5 qP% q 5* q <TT^ST: I 1 salute Yogananda, Premananda and 

Sqfa qtq qqqT*qfq tl other attendants whose lives are centred 

on Sri Ramakrishna. 
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MAIN EVENTS IN SRI RAMAKRISHNA’S LIFE 



1835 Visit of Khudiram. Sri Ramakrishna’s 
father, to Gaya. 

1 836 Birth of Gadadhar (Sri Ramakrishna) 
Wednesday, 18 February, about 
5.15 a. m. 

1 843 Death of Khu diram. First trance 

oi Gadadhar at the sieht of white 
cranes against dark clouds. 

1845 Sacred Thread ceremony for 
Gadadhar. 

1852 Sri Ramakrishna goes to Calcutta 
to help his eldest brother Ramkumar. 

1855 Inauguration of Kali temple at 
Dakshineswar. Sri Ramakrishna 
becomes priest of Visnu. assisted by 
his nephew Hriday. 

1856 Death of Ramkumar. Sri Rama- 
krishna appointed priest of Mother 
Kali ; through the sheer intensity of 
aspiration he obtains the vision of 
the Divine Mother as an ocean of 
Light. 

1857 Sri Ramakrishna remains mostly in 
a God- intoxicated state. 

1 85 8 Haladhari becomes priest of Mother 
Kali. Sri Ramakrishna goes to 
Kamarpukur for a change. 

1859 Marriage with five-year-old Sarada 
Devi. Sri Ramakrishna stays at 
Kamarpukur for a year and a half. 

1860 Returns to Dakshineswar. Mathur’s 
vision of Sri Ramakrishna as both 
Siva and Kali. 

1861 Death of Rani Rasmani. Arrival of 
Bhairavi Brahmani at Dakshineswar. 
The Brahmani, Vaishnavacharan and 
Gauri Pandit declare Sri Ramakrishna 
an Incarnation of God. The Master’s 
Tantric sadhana under the guidance 
of Brahmani. Second ‘divine 
madness’. 

1862 Narayan Sastri comes to Sri Rama- 
krishna. Meeting with Pandit 
Padmalochan. 



1863 

1864 

1865 

1866 
1867 




1870 



1871 

1872 

1873 



1874 

1875 



1876 

1877 

1879 

1880 
1881 



Completion of Tantric sadhana. Sri 
Ramakrishna’s mother Chandra Devi 
comes to live at Dakshineswar. 



Sri Ramakrishna’s practice of 
vatsoiyu hhava under Jatadhari. 
Practice of madhura hhava. Initiation 
into Sannyasa by Totapuri. 

Totapuri leaves Dakshineswar. 
Akshay replaces Haladhari as 
priest. 

Sri Ramakrishna remains absorbed 
in Advaita experience for 6 months 
Practice of Islam. 

Goes to Kamarpukui with Bhairavi 
Brahmani and Hriday. Sarada Devi 
meets the Master there. 1 he 
Brahmani bids farewell. 

Pilgrimage with Mathur to Deoghar. 
Varanasi, Vrindaban and Allahabad. 
Tours with Mathur to eastern parts 
ot Bengal including Kalna and 
Navadvip. Meeting with Bhagawan- 
das Babaji. 

Death of Mathur. 

Holy Motlier’s first visit to Dakshin* 
eswar ; the sodasi plija . 

Death of Master’s second elder 
brother Ram eswar. Holy Mother’s 
return to Kamarpukur. 

Sri Ramakrishna’s vision of Christ. 



Sri Ramakrishna meets 
Chandra Sen for the first 
Belgharia. Master’s last 
Kamarpukur. 



Kesha b 
time at 
visit to 



Death of Chandra Devi. 

Close contact with the Brahmos. 
Death of Sambhu Mallick. 



Ramcliandra Datta, Manomohan 
Mitra, Surendra Nath Mitra. and 
Kedar come to the Master. 



Ralchal, Laiu. Narendra and Gopal 
come. 

Dismissal of Hriday. 
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1882 Balaram, M., Yogin and Baburam 

come to the Master. 

1883 Adhar, Kalipada, Sashi, Sarat and 

Kali come. 

1884 Death of Keshab. Nag Mahasay and 

Gopala’s Mother come to the 

Master. 

1885 The ‘inner circle* of disciples becomes 



complete with the coming of Puma. 
Festival at Panihati. Sri Rama- 
krishna’s illness, removal to Shyam- 
pukur and treatment under Dr. 
Mahendralal Sarkar. 

1886 At Cossipore: organization of the 

disciples. Mahasamadhi of the 
Master on 16 August. 



THIS ISSUE OF PRABVDDHA BHARATA COMMEMORATES THE 
150th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF SRI RAMAKRISHNA AND THE 
CENTENARY OF THE FOUNDING OF RAMAKRISHNA SANGHA 



TO OUR READERS 



This is a special number issued in 
commemoration of two great events in the 
history of the Ramakrishna Movement: 
the 150th anniversary of the birth of Sri 
Ramakrishna and the centennial of the 
birth of the Ramakrishna Order of monks. 
On this holy occasion we salute the great 
monks of the Order, past and present, and 
send our good wishes to the readers and 
supporters of Prabuddha Bharata . 

This issue consists of two sections. The 
first section contains articles on Sri 
Ramakrishna ; and, to honour his message 
of religious harmony, three articles present- 
ing Christian, Islamic and Sikh perspec- 
tives have been included in this section. 



The second section contains articles on 
Ramakrishna Sangha and Movement. 

Since the decision to bring out the 
December number as a special issue was 
taken rather late, some of the expected 
contributors could not send their articles 
before the deadline, and there was not 
enough time to contact new contributors. 
Nevertheless, we have tried to present a 
representative collection of articles from 
some of the finest minds. 

We would like to inform our subscribers 
and regular readers that the March 1987 
issue of Prabuddha Bharata will be an 
ordinary issue and, henceforth, the 
December number will be published as the 
journal’s annual bumper issue. 



IN THIS ISSUE 



We 'believe that Sri Ramakrishna 
represented Reality in all its fullness, and 
this month’s editorial explores some of 
its dimensions. 



There are four cardinal points which 
Swami Vivekananda imbibed from Sri 
Ramakrishna and which underlie all the 
teachings and exhortations of Swamiji. 
These four themes have been excerpted 
from his lecture ‘My Master* and brought 
together in the article what i learned 

FROM MY MASTER. 



SRi ramakrishna is a collection of the 
reminiscences of Swami Premananda, one 
of the greatest of Sri Ramakrishna’s 
disciples, translated from Bengali by Swami 
Satswarupanandaji, a very senior monk of 
the Ramakrishna Order now leading a 
retired life at Varanasi. 

Swami Abhedananda, another famous 
disciple of Sri Ramakrishna, has with great 
felicity condensed the essential features of 
the divine life of his great Master in the 
beautiful hymn sri ramakrishna-lila- 
stotram which devotees may like to use 
for daily recitation ( parayana ). 

With clarity, precision and authority born 
of his luminous mind, Srimat Swami 
Gambhiranandaji Maharaj, President-General 
of the Ramakrishna Sangha, analyses the 
philosophical bases of sri ramakrishna’s 
ideal of seva, incidentally bringing out 
the distinction between Seva and Karma 
Yoga which many readers will find very 
valuable. 



In practical steps to god realization 

ACCORDING TO SRI RAMAKRISHNA Swami 

Bhuteshanandaji Maharaj, Vice-President 
of the Ramakrishna Sangha, expounds some 
of the essential features of the message of 
Sri Ramakrishna. 

Ill THE PERFECT MAN IN THE LIGHT OF 



SRI ramakrishna’s sayings Swami Tapasy- 
anandaji Maharaj, Vice-President of the 
Ramakrishna Sangha, well known for his 
erudition, gives an insightful exposition of 
one of the key concepts in the teachings 
of Sri Ramakrishna. 

Swami Nityabodhanandaji, head of the 
Vedanta Centre at Geneva, has been 
interpreting Vedanta to Europeans for 
nearly three decades. In influence of 

SRI RAMAKRISHNA IN EUROPE he points OUt 

five areas in East-West encounter in which 
the life and message of Sri Ramakrishna 
may have a vital influence. 

Fr. Francis X. Clooney S. J. is a learned 
and enlightened member of the Society of 
Jesus, the largest monastic order in the 
Catholic Church, and teaches in the 
Theology Department at Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts, U.S.A. He 
wrote the article ramakrishna and world 
religions, which contains several insightful 
observations, as a 150th anniversary tribute 
in the March 1986 issue of America, a 
Jesuit magazine, from which it has been 
reproduced here with permission. 

A monk of the Ramakrishna Order, 
under the assumed name Gaur Das, has 
made an attempt to point out some of the 
striking similarities between sri chaitanya 
and sri ramakrishna in the hope that his 
modest effort will stimulate further studies 
in this neglected field. 

Dr. John B. Chethimattam C.M.I, 
regarded as the doyen of Indian theologians, 
is a deep scholar in eastern and western 
systems of thought. A former Professor of 
Philosophy at Fordham University, New 
York, he is currently the Provincial of the 
Carmelites of Mary Incarnation, India. In 

SRI RAMAKRISHNA AND HOLINESS he brings 
out certain important characteristics of the 
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life of Sri Kamakrishna in the Christian 
perspective. 

Readers will find sri ramakrishna and 
science a refreshingly original approach 
to a rather unconventional theme. Its 
author Dr. M. Sivaramakrishna, a creative 
thinker, scholar and devotee, is Reader in 
English at Osmania University, Hyderabad. 

In SRI RAMAKRISHNA AND HARMONY OF 

religions Fr. Ignatius Hirudayam S. J., 
head of the Jesuit institute ‘Aikiya Alayam’, 
Madras, examines with enlightened con- 
sideration the implications of Sri Rama- 
krishna’s life in the context of inter-religious 
understanding from the Christian standpoint. 

ISLAM, A TESTIMONY To VEDANT1SM and 

SIKHISM AND its principles have been 
reprinted from Prabuddha Bharata Vol. 3 
(1898) and Vol. 4 (1899), respectively, in 
which they first appeared. These articles, 
although written more than eighty-seven 
years ago, acquire an added significance in 
view of the turbulent roles played by Islam 
and Sikhism in the current socio-political 
scenario in India. 

early history of the ramakrishna 
sangha by Swami Prabhanandaji, Assistant 
Secretary, Ramakrishna Math and Mission, 
and one of the foremost authorities on the 
historical and hagiographical literature of 
the Ramakrishna Movement, is a brilliant 
flash-back which brings to the focus, one 
after another, all the crucial events in the 
early history of the Ramakrishna Sangha in 
an animated sequence. 



in MADAME CALVE S VJSil IO BELUK MATll, 

translated from the original Bengali by 
Swami Chetanananda, spiritual head of the 
Vedanta Society of St. Louis, U.S.A., the 
reader can feel something of the ambience 
of Belur Math in those early days. 

THE RAMAKRISHNA MOVEMENT by Dr. 

V.K.R.V. Rao, former education minister 
in the Central Government, and a distin- 
guished social scientist, provides an 
admirable summary of the life-giving 
principles which form the foundation of the 
Ramakrishna Movement, and gives valuable 
suggestions for maintaining its dynamism 
and social relevance. 

In 24 DECEMBER 1886, Swami Anany- 
anandaji, President, Advaita Ashrama, 
Mayavati, recreates vividly the first three 
vitally important sets of events that led 
to the formation of the Ramakrishna 
Sangha. 

Marie Louise Burke, the famous author 
of the six-volume series Swami Vivek- 
ananda in America , with that apparent 
ease, brilliance and thoroughness which 
life-long consecration to the cause of 
Swamiji has given her, presents a delightful 
article swami vivekananda: human and 

divine. 

In the mother i adore Swami Asesh- 
ananda, an initiated disciple of Sri Sarada 
Devi and Spiritual head of the Vedanta 
Society of Portland, USA, recounts, with 
that simplicity and directness characteristic 
of illumined minds, his meeting with the 
Holy Mother. 




WHAT SRI RAMAKRISHNA HAS DONE FOR THE WORLD 

(EDITORIAL) 



Prdnarpana jagata-tarana 

On this occasion when we celebrate the 
150th birth anniversary of Sri Ramakrishna 
let us pause and consider what he has done 
for the world— for you and me. We tend to 
take many of the natural blessings of life, 
like air and sunshine, for granted. We miss 
the waters of life only when the wells in 
our souls become dry. The blessings that 
great men' confer on humanity exist in their 
plenitude all around us but often remain 
unrecognized, unutilized or underutilized. 
Very often the acceptance of these blessings 
is an unconscious process which soon gets 
so thoroughly ritualized and routinized that 
our souls cease to remain open to them. At 
least on special occasions such as the 
celebration of a birth anniversary we should 
wake up from our unconscious drift through 
life, rediscover the channels to the perennial 
sources of spiritual power, and replenish 
our souls. 

It is a well-known biological law that 
every living being exerts an influence on 
its eco-system far beyond its immediate bio- 
logical existence*. In the case of human 
beings every person influences the society 
far more than he is aware of. If this is true 
of ordinary human beings, how much more 
true should it be of great religious leaders 
and prophets ! The influence exerted by 
ordinary people is temporary and of limited 
range, whereas the influence of great 
religious leaders is of vast proportions and 
goes on spreading in ever-widening circles 
in self-perpetuating rhythms with no foresee- 
able end. It is to this class of Messengers 
of Light that Sri Ramakrishna belonged. 

1* For an illustrated discussion of this law 
see, J. H. Storer, The Web of Life (New York: 
$ignet Book /New American Library, 1956) 



No one who tries to see Sri Ramakrishna’s 
life in the right perspective can fail to 
notice one important point : that he ‘worked* 
incessantly for the good of the world 
Almost the whole of his youth was spent in 
various kinds of spiritual practice which 
in itself later on proved to be of immense 
value to seekers of God all over the world. 
The latter part of his life was spent in 
actively assisting spiritual aspirants in their 
struggles to realize the ultimate Truth, and 
in training a group of young men to carry on 
his mission and spread his message. The 
intensity of his life was matched only by his 
selflessness and self-sacrifice. That is why 
Swami Vivekananda has in his famous 
vesper hymn, referred to Sri Ramakrishna 
as ‘one who gave his life for the redemption 
of the world/ ( prdnarpana jagata-tarana ) . 
What about his life after he withdrew his 
corporeal presence from the world? The 
answer has been provided by his spiritual 
spouse Sri Sarada Devi, known to his 
followers as the Holy Mother, and recorded 
by her disciple and attendant Ashutosh 
Mitra in his little book in Bengali Sri Ma. 
One afternoon at Kothar in Orissa, where 
the Holy Mother had gone for a short stay 
at the invitation of Balaram Babu’s wife, 
the attendant found the Mother seated in 
a pensive mood. After a long time she 
broke her silence and made the significant 
remark that people did not know how much 
the Master had to suffer. She was evidently 
referring to the redemptive work of the 
Avatar which did not cease with his physical 
death. He had to be born again and again 
for the good of the world. She also spoke 
of a vision she had earlier had in which she 
saw that the Master had become everything 
and that the miseries of creatures were his. 

To be an Avatar does not mean merely 
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to be an object of adoration and worship, 
as some people mistakenly consider it to be. 
It entails tremendous cosmic responsibilities 
which ordinary people cannot even under- 
stand. In the Gita Sri Krsna states that he 
works incessantly for the good of the 
world . 2 This shows that Sri Ramakrishna’s 
work is a continuing one, and what we 
recognize as his work can at best be regarded 
only as pointers to a certain course of 
development which he initiated. In other 
words, Sri Ramakrishna is not a mere past 
‘phenomenon’, as Christopher Isherwood 
described him, but a continuing phenomenon. 

Revelation of the noumenon 

In the sphere of religion a phenomenon 
cannot continue for long without a powerful 
noumenal support. This means that Sri 
Ramakrishna was not merely a phenomenon 
but more truly represented the Noumenon. 
Indeed, it was as the revelator of the 
Noumenon that Sri Ramakrishna performed 
one of his important functions in the present 
age. What modem people need js an 
incontrovertible assurance of the existence 
of the transcendent Reality and the possibil- 
ity of realizing It. This assurance Sri Rama- 
krishna gave through his life. In unam- 
biguous terms he could state like the Vedic 
sage who had declared : ‘I have realized 

the Supreme Self effulgent as the sun and 
beyond the darkness of ignorance ; by 
knowing Him one attains immortality; there 
is no other way to go beyond suffering ’. 8 

Revelations of the transcendent Reality 
had taken place earlier, and countless 

Gita 3.22,23. 
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numbers of people had direct experience 
of it. However, these revelations and 
experiences had been partial, each dealing 
with only one particular aspect of the 
transcendent Reality. What Sri Ramakrishna 
did was to retrace all those past experiences 
and bring them all together in one place— 
his own person— so that people could make 
a comparative study of them. Revelations of 
divinity had taken place at Kurukshetra, at 
Buddha Gaya, at Jerusalem, at Mecca, but 
nobody had attempted to integrate them all 
into one holistic religious tradition. 

There are two main reasons why such an 
attempt had not been made before. One 
is that it involves the overcoming of deep- 
rooted and complex cultural differences. 
Sri Ramakrishna solved this problem by 
accepting these cultural differences but found 
out a way of converting those very differ- 
ences into a means of getting transcendental 
experiences. What was that way that he 
found ? The transformation of conscious- 
ness. Sri Ramakrishna showed that by 
suitably transforming human consciousness 
every person could get higher spiritual 
experience. Transformation of conscious- 
ness is what yoga really means, but nobody 
had applied yoga in the realms of other 
religious traditions. The application of yoga 
m the extremely complex field of interrelig- 
ious understanding, and thereby converting 
yoga into a universally applicable psycho- 
logical tool for the transformation of con- 
sciousness— this is one of the great contribu- 
tions made by Sri Ramakrishna to world 
culture. It may be compared to Einstein’s 
use of Lorentz Transformations in the 
formulation of his General Theory of 
Relativity. 

The second reason why a holistic view 
of world religions had not been developed 
earlier is that it needs superhuman effort. 
Ordinary people can get at best only one 
type of religious experience. It takes the 
effort of a life time for a Christian to reach 




